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Introduction 

The City Council for the City of Manassas made and approved the formation of the 
Parks & Recreation Committee on March 27, 2017. It is an advisory body pursuant 
to Virginia Code § 15.2-1411 and subject to City of Manassas Code § 2-301 and City 
Council Policies related to advisory bodies. 

 

Responsibilities 

The purposes of the Board are as follows: 

1. To develop long and short-term plans for the acquisition, development, 
implementation and evaluation of park and recreation facilities, services and 
programs based upon identified and anticipated needs of the residents of the 
City of Manassas. 

2. To advocate for the preservation, development, implementation and 
evaluation of park and recreation facilities, services and programs according 
to long and short-term plans. 

3. To encourage and develop community awareness, appreciation, involvement, 
and the use of the City’s recreation and park facilities, services and programs. 

4. To pursue and encourage the development of recreation and park facilities, 
services and programs in cooperation with neighboring jurisdictions. 

5. To annually review and provide recommendations to the proposed five-year 
Capital Improvement Program budget and fees for facilities and programs. 

 

Activities 

FY2022, the Parks and Recreation Committee embarked on a mission to engage the 
community by thinking outside of the box and by highlighting the many amenities 
throughout the City’s 23 parks. The committee hosted tours of the parks in 
collaboration with Manassas City Public Schools and through community partners, 
thereby encouraging physical activity.  The committee ensured the parks were clean 
and safe through park inspections. The committee, celebrated and significant 
milestones in the areas of park improvements that include the City’s first Dog Park, 
named Lucky’s, which opened in Dean Park. Enhancements continued by converting 
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water fountains to hydration stations, as adding vital resources to the parks remain a 
key focus of the committee towards the community’s enjoyment of the outdoors. 

 

The Parks and Recreation Committee were active in the park by supporting the Skate 
Park’s community conversation event, in which they engaged with over 20 users to 
discuss future amenities at the site. The committee, in partnership with the Manassas 
City Police Department, participated in the popular National Night Out event, and the 
City’s first Bee Festival. The committee continued its work of donating over 350 bags of 
healthy snacks to Manassas City Public Schools, healthcare facilities, and area 
nonprofits. Additionally, the committee supported the installation of message 
information boards throughout the park system, which has allowed park users to be 
aware of city events, nature trails, and volunteer opportunities. The committee has 
leveraged the message boards by inviting area businesses, youth and neighborhood 
groups, including the Virginia Cooperative Extension to volunteer in the parks. As a 
result, over 885 hours of service were completed with over 180 volunteers in the parks.  

 

The Healthy Eating Active Living (HEAL) initiative was awarded a grant through the 
Virginia Healthy Youth Foundation to work in-cooperation with youth ambassadors in 
the parks.  These Ambassadors hosted five events throughout the City (once a week) to 
promote active recreation. They utilized the HEAL Trailer to engage park users with a 
variety of games and activities contained in the trailer. Furthermore, by way of the 
HEAL initiative the committee participated in a smoke-free parks campaign. Signage 
was posted throughout the parks asking park users to refrain from smoking and vaping 
in areas that include ball fields, pavilions, and playgrounds. The campaign’s approach 
was to ask park users to respect HEAL’s initiatives and community values related to a 
healthy and safe environment by helping to reduce second-hand smoke exposure in 
parks. 

 

A Look Ahead 

In FY23, the Parks and Recreation Committee will look forward to celebrating the City’s 
150th birthday, through a variety of programming and activities in the parks.  The 
committee has found it beneficial to continue coordinating with other city committees 
such as Keep Manassas Beautiful. These initiatives align with the committee’s Citywide  
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park inspections to be litter-free.  For collaboration purposes, the committee will 
provide support to the Greater Prince William County Trails Coalition to benefit the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan. As the committee grows with its new members, support will 
be directed to Dean Park improvement projects and the work of the Athletic Field sub-
committee.  

 

The Parks and Recreation Committee would like to sincerely thank the Manassas City 
Council for its continued and unwavering support of the committee and looks forward to 
helping the Council reach its goals in FY22 for the City. 

 

 
 
Membership 

 
Member   Term Expiration 
Laura Coates  June 30, 2023 
Gregory Cook  June 30, 2022 
Brian Cuffee  June 30, 2025 
Mike Freeland  June 30, 2024 
Andrew Morris  June 20, 2024 
Malcom Richards  June 30, 2022 
Robert Settle  June 20, 2025 
Lawrence Smith  June 30, 2026 
William Taft  June 30, 2023 
Jeffrey Wright  June 30, 2023 
Lynn Forkell Greene  Resigned November 2021 
Mark Rabatin  Resigned July 2021 
 
 
 
Alternate Member   Term Expiration 
Joshua Rachford  June 30, 2026 
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Attendance Report 

 Committee Members Meetings Present Absent 

Laura Coates 6 3 3 
 Gregory Cook 6 1 5
Brian Cuffee 5 5 0
Mike Freeland 6 6 0
Lynn Forkell Greene* 2 2 0
Andrew Morris** 4 4 0
Malcolm Richards 6 5 1 
Robert Settle 4 3 1 
Lawrence Smith 6 6 0
William Taft** 4 3 1
Jeffrey Wright* 3 2 2 

  Alternate Members Meetings Present Absent 

Joshua Rachford*** 

* Lynn Forkell Green and Jeffrey Wright resigned during FY21.

**Andrew Morris and William Taft were an Alternate Member and moved to Member 
February 2022. 

***Joshua Rachford appointed as Alternate Member February 2022. 

Note:  The P&R Committee did not meet in August, October, and December of 2021 
and February, April, and June of 2022. 

Sincerely, 

_____________________________     ____________________________ 
Andrew Morris, Chair     Date 

 November 9, 2022
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